STC International Technical Art Competition

Entry Evaluation: Design

INSTRUCTIONS: Use these forms for entries in Design Categories 4-12. Each category has its own section. You may print just the section you need for the entry.
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Judging Evaluation Form

for

Technical Art Competitions

DESIGN CATEGORIES 4-12
2008-2009
	Entry Title:


	Entry Number:

	
	Judge Number:


CATEGORY 4 – MANUAL/BOOK & cover DESIGN
This category includes user and reference manuals designed for technical products, services, or organizations; and books on technical subjects, published covers, software product splash screens, and World Wide Web home pages. The design should support the flow of information and the ease with which the reader can locate and identify specific information. Cover design considers integration and placement of visual images and accompanying text. Note: Covers must be mounted; front and back views are preferred. Do not mount entries larger than 11 x 17. Roll up the entry and send in a mailing tube.
	Criteria
	Yes
	No

	Entry is mounted (physical media only)
	
	

	Criteria
	Strong
	Present
	Weak
	N/A

	The design achieves the purpose of the publication
	
	
	
	

	Technical content
	
	
	
	

	Easy to use, retrieve information, navigate (TOC, glossary, index)
	
	
	
	

	Document is well organized and logically arranged
	
	
	
	

	Production materials are suitable for use and appropriately durable
	
	
	
	

	Cover is well designed, appealing, and representative of content
	
	
	
	

	Exhibits a consistent overall aesthetic look 
	
	
	
	

	Layout of graphic and page elements contributes to unified design
	
	
	
	

	Graphics are internally consistent within the publication
	
	
	
	

	Graphic elements are suitable for the audience
	
	
	
	

	Graphics are legible and aesthetically pleasing
	
	
	
	

	Typography is used as an effective design element
	
	
	
	

	Size and style of print/text is appropriate to use
	
	
	
	

	Exhibits unique, document-specific elements (icons, graphics, etc.)
	
	
	
	

	Color is used appropriately to enhance design
	
	
	
	

	Publication makes appropriate use of media
	
	
	
	

	Printing quality
	
	
	
	

	Creative delivery of message
	
	
	
	

	Overall design—consistent and aesthetically pleasing
	
	
	
	


Strengths:

Weaknesses:

Additional Comments:
	Entry Title:


	Entry Number:

	
	Judge Number:


CATEGORY 5 – ANNUAL REPORT DESIGN

Annual reports summarize the activities or financial position of a corporation, governmental agency, or nonprofit community organization.  The design should support the focus and projected image of the entity, and present financial and technical information in a visual manner.

	 Criteria
	Strong
	Present
	Weak
	N/A

	The design achieves the purpose of the publication
	
	
	
	

	Technical content
	
	
	
	

	Easy to use, retrieve information, navigate 
	
	
	
	

	Financial information is presented properly (accurate charts and graphs)
	
	
	
	

	Document is well organized and logically arranged
	
	
	
	

	Production materials are suitable for use and appropriately durable
	
	
	
	

	Cover is well designed, appealing, and representative of content
	
	
	
	

	Exhibits a consistent overall aesthetic look 
	
	
	
	

	Layout of graphic and page elements contributes to unified design
	
	
	
	

	Typography is used as an effective design element
	
	
	
	

	Size and style of print/text is appropriate to use
	
	
	
	

	Graphics are internally consistent within the publication
	
	
	
	

	Graphic elements are suitable for the audience
	
	
	
	

	Graphics are legible and aesthetically pleasing
	
	
	
	

	Unique features (icons, graphics, document-specific elements)
	
	
	
	

	Color (if used) adds to the publication's appeal and is an effective part of the design
	
	
	
	

	Publication makes appropriate use of media
	
	
	
	

	Creative presentation of technical information
	
	
	
	

	Overall design—consistent and aesthetically pleasing
	
	
	
	


Strengths:

Weaknesses:

Additional comments:
	Entry Title:


	Entry Number:

	
	Judge Number:


CATEGORY 6 – CATALOG DESIGN

Catalogs may be used to deliver information about technical products and services.  Catalogs should present large amounts of data in a readable format and provide information on ordering the product or service while being visually pleasing. 

	Criteria
	Strong
	Present
	Weak
	N/A

	The design achieves the purpose of the publication
	
	
	
	

	Technical content
	
	
	
	

	Easy to use, retrieve information, navigate
	
	
	
	

	Document is well organized and logically arranged
	
	
	
	

	Contains clearly marked order forms, instructions, and contact information
	
	
	
	

	Production materials are suitable for use and appropriately durable
	
	
	
	

	Binding is appropriate and durable
	
	
	
	

	Cover is well designed, appealing, and representative of content
	
	
	
	

	Exhibits a consistent overall aesthetic look 
	
	
	
	

	Layout of graphic and page elements contributes to unified design
	
	
	
	

	Typography is used as an effective design element
	
	
	
	

	Size and style of print/text is appropriate to use
	
	
	
	

	Graphics are internally consistent within the publication
	
	
	
	

	Graphic elements are suitable for the audience
	
	
	
	

	Graphics are legible and aesthetically pleasing
	
	
	
	

	Color (if used) adds to the publication's appeal and is an effective part of the design
	
	
	
	

	Publication makes appropriate use of media
	
	
	
	

	Creative delivery of message
	
	
	
	

	Overall design—consistent and aesthetically pleasing
	
	
	
	


Strengths:

Weaknesses:

Additional comments:

	Entry Title:


	Entry Number:

	
	Judge Number:


CATEGORY 7 – MAGAZINE DESIGN
This category includes regularly scheduled publications in a magazine format, with a feature treatment including photographs and art, about an organization, technology, industry, or scientific field. The intended audience may be either internal or external, special-interest, or the general public. Submit three consecutive issues as a single entry. 

	Criteria
	Yes
	No

	Three entries submitted
	
	

	Criteria
	Strong
	Present
	Weak
	N/A

	The design achieves the purpose of the publication
	
	
	
	

	Technical content
	
	
	
	

	Corporate or other institutional image is projected
	
	
	
	

	Easy to use, retrieve information, navigate 
	
	
	
	

	Document is well organized and logically arranged
	
	
	
	

	Production materials are suitable for use and appropriately durable
	
	
	
	

	Cover is well designed, appealing, and representative of content
	
	
	
	

	Exhibits a consistent overall aesthetic look across issues
	
	
	
	

	Layout of graphic and page elements contributes to unified design
	
	
	
	

	Typography is used as an effective design element
	
	
	
	

	Size and style of print/text is appropriate to use
	
	
	
	

	Graphics are internally consistent within the publication
	
	
	
	

	Graphic elements are suitable for the audience
	
	
	
	

	Graphics are legible and aesthetically pleasing
	
	
	
	

	Unique features (icons, graphics, document-specific elements)
	
	
	
	

	Color (if used) adds to the publication's appeal and is an effective part of the design
	
	
	
	

	Publication makes appropriate use of media
	
	
	
	

	Creative delivery of message
	
	
	
	

	Overall design—consistent and aesthetically pleasing
	
	
	
	


Strengths:

Weaknesses:

Additional comments:

	Entry Title:


	Entry Number:

	
	Judge Number:


Category 8 – Promotional & Informational Poster Design

Promotional posters support or market an employee campaign, a technical product, an organization, or an event. The entry description should include information about the poster use. Informational posters communicate educational information (as opposed to marketing) about a technical or scientific subject, service, or organization. The audience may be technical or the general public. The entry description should include information on how and where the poster was used. Do not mount entries larger than 11 x 17. Roll up the entry and send in a mailing tube. Otherwise, smaller physical entries must be mounted.

	Criteria
	Yes
	No

	Entry is mounted (physical media only)
	
	

	Criteria
	Strong
	Present
	Weak
	N/A

	The design achieves the purpose of the poster
	
	
	
	

	Technical content
	
	
	
	

	Production materials are suitable for use and appropriately durable
	
	
	
	

	Size of poster is effective for use/placement
	
	
	
	

	Exhibits a consistent overall aesthetic look 
	
	
	
	

	Layout of graphics and text contributes to unified design
	
	
	
	

	Typography is used as an effective design element
	
	
	
	

	Size and style of print/text is appropriate to use
	
	
	
	

	Graphics are internally consistent
	
	
	
	

	Graphic elements are suitable for the audience
	
	
	
	

	Graphics are legible and aesthetically pleasing
	
	
	
	

	Color (if used) adds to the poster's appeal and is an effective part of the design
	
	
	
	

	Creative delivery of message
	
	
	
	

	Overall design—consistent and aesthetically pleasing
	
	
	
	


Strengths:

Weaknesses:

Additional comments:
	Entry Title:


	Entry Number:

	
	Judge Number:


Category 9 – Packaging Design

This category includes packaging for hardware, software, multimedia, end-user merchandise, and boxes containing two or more manuals. If the package includes, software, do not include software media.

	Criteria
	Strong
	Present
	Weak
	N/A

	The design achieves the purpose of the product
	
	
	
	

	User friendly: easy to identify contents and purpose
	
	
	
	

	Package includes necessary and helpful instructions
	
	
	
	

	Instructions are accurate
	
	
	
	

	Critical information presented appropriately
	
	
	
	

	Packaging materials are suitable for use and appropriately durable
	
	
	
	

	Exhibits a consistent overall aesthetic look 
	
	
	
	

	Displays "shelf-appeal"
	
	
	
	

	Layout elements contributes to unified design
	
	
	
	

	Typography is used as an effective design element
	
	
	
	

	Size and style of print/text is appropriate to use
	
	
	
	

	Graphic elements are suitable for the audience
	
	
	
	

	Graphics are legible and aesthetically pleasing
	
	
	
	

	Color (if used) adds to the package's appeal and is an effective part of the design
	
	
	
	

	Creative presentation of product
	
	
	
	

	Overall design—consistent and aesthetically pleasing
	
	
	
	


Strengths:

Weaknesses:

Additional comments:
	Entry Title:


	Entry Number:

	
	Judge Number:


Category 10 – Promotional & informational Materials Design
Promotional materials include flyers, advertisements, product data sheets, single-unit promotional handouts, and multiple-page publications that market a technical product, service, or organization. Corporate and program identity materials (folders, stationery, logos, etc.) are acceptable if they communicate technical information or images. Do not mount entries larger than Informational materials category includes multiple-page publications that provide information to the general public or a particular audience about a technical or scientific subject, product, service, or organization. Publications include newsletters, technical reports, proceedings, and organizational manuals. Do not mount entries larger than 11 x 17. Roll up the entry and send in a mailing tube.
	Criteria
	Yes
	No

	Markets a technical product, service or organization
	
	

	Criteria
	Strong
	Present
	Weak
	N/A

	The design achieves the purpose of the publication
	
	
	
	

	Technical content
	
	
	
	

	Easy to use, retrieve information, navigate
	
	
	
	

	Document is well organized and logically arranged
	
	
	
	

	Product or corporate identity incorporated
	
	
	
	

	Production materials are suitable for use and appropriately durable
	
	
	
	

	Exhibits a consistent overall aesthetic look 
	
	
	
	

	Uses appropriate physical features such as dye cuts, inserts, custom trims, cover design
	
	
	
	

	Layout of graphic and page elements contributes to unified design
	
	
	
	

	Typography is used as an effective design element
	
	
	
	

	Size and style of print/text is appropriate to use
	
	
	
	

	Graphics are internally consistent within the publication
	
	
	
	

	Graphic elements are suitable for the audience
	
	
	
	

	Graphics are legible and aesthetically pleasing
	
	
	
	

	Color (if used) adds to the publication's appeal and is an effective part of the design
	
	
	
	

	Publication makes appropriate use of media
	
	
	
	

	Creative delivery of message
	
	
	
	

	Overall design—consistent and aesthetically pleasing
	
	
	
	


Strengths:

Weaknesses:

Additional comments:
	Entry Title:


	Entry Number:

	
	Judge Number:


Category 11 – Quick Reference Design

This category includes materials that provide concise reference to essential features of a technical product, service, or subject. This includes graphical devices, data reference tools, and other job aids. Do not mount entries larger than 11 x 17. Roll up the entry and send in a mailing tube.
	Criteria
	Strong
	Present
	Weak
	N/A

	The design achieves the purpose of the publication
	
	
	
	

	Technical content
	
	
	
	

	Easy to use and understand
	
	
	
	

	Information presented concisely
	
	
	
	

	Document is well organized and logically arranged
	
	
	
	

	Production materials are suitable and appropriately durable
	
	
	
	

	Exhibits a consistent overall aesthetic look 
	
	
	
	

	Layout of graphic and page elements contributes to unified design
	
	
	
	

	Typography is used as an effective design element
	
	
	
	

	Size and style of print/text is appropriate to use
	
	

	Graphics are internally consistent within the publication
	
	
	
	

	Graphic elements are suitable for the audience
	
	
	
	

	Graphics are legible and aesthetically pleasing
	
	
	
	

	Color (if used) adds to the publication's appeal and is an effective part of the design
	
	
	
	

	Publication makes appropriate use of media
	
	
	
	

	Creative delivery of information
	
	
	
	

	Overall design—consistent and aesthetically pleasing
	
	
	
	


Strengths:

Weaknesses:

Additional comments:
	Entry Title:


	Entry Number:

	
	Judge Number:


category 12 – Display

This category includes large-scale presentations such as trade show booths, exhibits, and billboards. Because of the size and space requirements of the original, photographs, illustrations, or other representative material is accepted in lieu of the display. The presentation material is not judged in and of itself, but is used to provide information about the display. Presentation material must be appropriately mounted or bound. An explanation of the actual display must be provided.

	Criteria
	Yes
	No

	Submitted representation is mounted or presented appropriately 
	
	

	Explanation of display provided
	
	

	Criteria
	Strong
	Present
	Weak
	N/A

	The design achieves the purpose of the display
	
	
	
	

	Technical content
	
	
	
	

	Visual elements are well balanced
	
	
	
	

	Design is appropriate for purpose
	
	
	
	

	Creative and unique use of design elements
	
	
	
	

	Exhibits a consistent overall aesthetic look 
	
	
	
	

	Typography is used as an effective design element
	
	
	
	

	Size and style of print/text is appropriate to use
	
	
	
	

	Graphic elements are suitable for the audience
	
	
	
	

	Graphics are legible and aesthetically pleasing
	
	
	
	

	Color (if used) is an effective part of the design
	
	
	
	

	Visuals are clear and appropriately placed
	
	
	
	

	Design makes appropriate use of media
	
	
	
	

	Creative delivery of message
	
	
	
	

	Overall design—consistent and aesthetically pleasing
	
	
	
	


Strengths:

Weaknesses:

Additional comments:
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